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1 . This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the Internationa] Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 his. 1(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminaiy report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



Box No. 1 
Box No. n 
Box No. m 

Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

Box No. VI 
Box No. Vn 
Box No. Vm 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44bis.3{c) and 93i?w.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 
date (Rule 44bis .2). 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PCTyiSA/220 



Date of mailing 

(dayAnonth^year) see form PCT^S A/21 0 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



Intemationai application No. 
PCT>GB2004A)01375 



Intema^nal filing date (day^onthfyear) 
01.04.2004 



Priority date (day/tnonth^ear) 
02.04.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
H01B1/12, B01D71/68 



Applicant 

VICTREX MANUFACTURING LIMITED 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following itenns: 

ISl Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 

^ Box No. 11 Priority 

□ Box No. I II Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

M Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1(a){l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

^ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects In the Intemationai application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for International preliminary examination Is made this °Plnlon will usually be ^^^^^^ a 
wrtten opinion of the Intemationai Preliminary Examining Authority ("1 PEA' ). however this does n^^^^ 
Xhelp^LnX chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen "P^A has nc*^^^^ 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1biB(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the applicant is invited to 
submiuTth^ P^^^ a written reply tcJgether. where appropriate, with ^mendmente before the e^^ 
months fro^ date of mailing of Form PCT/lSAfi20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the pnority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/iSA^20. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA220. 
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Slff 080298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: 449 89 2399 - 4465 


Marsitzky, D 

Telephone No. -f49 89 2399-7275 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
' the language in which it was field, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original ]anguage into the following 
language "which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of mtemational search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence ^^^closed m application and 
necesS to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. fonmat of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and^^ 

hafbSile^^ the required statements that the inforniation in the subsequent or add.^^^ 

SSieHs identical ^ that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority . 

1. 0 The following document has not been furnished: 

a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule ASbisA and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43b/s.l and 66.7(b)). 

Conseauently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim This opinion has 
Sveffiss been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed pnorrty date. 

9 n This oDinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
lJS?beWound invaTdlS^^ and 64.1 ). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the .ntematK>nal 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or 
industrial appHcability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-20 


No: 


Claims 





BoxNo. Vi Certain documents cited 



1. Certain published documents (Rules 435;s.1 and 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rules A3bisA and 70.9) 
see form 210 
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International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/001375 



Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-0 277 834 (HYDRAN AUTICS) 1 0 August 1 988 (1 988-08-1 0) 
D2: EP-A-0 202 849 (ICI PLC) 26 November 1 986 (1 986-1 1 -26) 
D3: EP-A-0 1 45 305 (ICI PLC) 1 9 June 1 985 (1 985-06-1 9) 



1. Article 33 (2) PCT: 

The process for producing ion-conductive polymer compositions in D1-D3 differs 
from the present application by the obmission of step d) = removing > 80 % of the 
organic solvent. The thus obtained compositions have a water content of > 50 
wtt-%. Thus the subject matter of claims 1-20 is considered to be novel. 



2. Article 33 (3) PCT: 

D1 is considered to represent the closest prior art since it deals with the same 
technical problem; the difference being the use of a solvent mixtutre with a 
maximum water content of 50 wt-%. The objective technical problem may be 
formulated as to provide stable ion-conductive polymer formulations having a 
reduced volatile organic solvent content (VOC). Since none of the prior art 
documents contains hints that stable solutions/dispersions of ion-conductive 
polymeric material with such a low content of VOCs can be produced using the 
process of claim 1 , the subject matter of claims 1 -20 is considered to be inventive. 



3. Article 6 PCT: 

The paragraph starting on p. 29, 1. 16 - p. 30 , 1. 19 should be erased to render 
the scope of protection sought for clear. 
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